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ost exciting piece of news is that ou r 
House of Lady Visitor, Mrs. Dallas Yorke, has 

beautiful Certificate, Ife g f time this notice is in the hands of our 

come to us for inspectio". h ; ve the opportunity of seeing the House of 
readers, they will P rob f^ urlinglon House. Miss Beale s visit is a thing 
Education Certificate at m s of ^ inspinng lectures will remain 
of the past, but we hope tne ^ Arithmetic, we publish 

crreen with the students, w wg are offering the dry bones of the 

this month, feeling °" . be j ec turer. A second lecture was on 

lecture without the persona ^ QB Teacher's Faults was appro- 

Conceptions of Geome >y. bear fruit . Miss Beale gave us also 

priated byeve^body y ^ fear ouf readers win think 

two inspiring Sunday alter ^ ^ much 

that we allowed our 1 beaut iful, and we have had gifts for our 

Ambleside is oo i j g^ ? g a nd other , f r0 m Mr. Henry Beveridge 

fptea"vie). C a‘„d H for rosk from Mrs. Dallas Yorke, our ever generous 

School. — We are not ye, able to give our repo,, 
the Easier work, partly because several burins begged for extension of 
time on account of the influenza epidemic, and partly because there have 

been unforeseen changes of Examiners. 

Mothers' Education Course.- The Examination Papers will be sent 

out the first week of this month. 

House of Education Natural History Club. — Notes by M. L. 
Hodgson.— An afternoon in the bogs on Loughrigg with the Seniors , 
May, 1895. — This afternoon 1 hope to show you some of the interesting 
plants that inhabit our bogs and marshy land, and as these long weeks of 
exquisite weather have made things grow very rapidly, we may hope that 
a reasonable amount of success will reward our search. The ground is 
already starred with the pale yellow circles of the pinguicula, with its 
purple violet-like flower, perched on a long stalk, it is commonly called 
the bog violet, but it belongs to a totally different order ( Lentibularieae ). 
The quaint looking plants of the common round-leafed Sundew ( Drosera 
rotundi folia), are very plentiful, and we might spend the whole afternoon 
very profitably if we did nothing else but examine and study the structure 
and economy of these two plants alone. Notice the slimy leaves, and the 
isolated long-stalked flowers of the pinguicula. Why are the leaves slimy 
and the flowers isolated/ In order to keep away insects that are useless 
or fertilization, and to prevent them stealing honey meant for useful 
visitors, the slimy leaves trap and eat numbers of little midges and gnats, 
Th 01 Q ln ^ nitr ^enous constituents, and utilizing them as nutriment, 
iu un anc ^ ors itself to the common Sphagnum moss, by means of 

the lelvt 'w , r00ts ! an( ^ ^rows all the duty of obtaining nitrogen on to 
the leaves which as I will show you form perfect fly traps. 

( Triglochfn °I s Uri ° Usly beautiful minute flowers is the arrow grass 

1 • ’ US re an ^ this is the Bog Asphodel. Nature has been 


most kind to it, for it 


is really a rush endowed with colour, and if y ol j 


thaA^flowerst^ ^ y ° U are a11 familiar with, you will find 
g e in every respect except colour. Its specific name is 
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over the ground the lovely lilac flowers of th ^ g T* 1 7 rot - Y °u see all 
It does not always grow in the water in f Vlolet ( vt ’ ola palustns). 

not appear to dislike very dry ground ind ’/ S ^ may observe > it does 
the yellow mountain saxifrage (s. aiznid The beautiful clumps of 

The petals are often spotted with a brill iT , Wel1 . repay exa mination. 

the pollen. Another very interesting- nhnt SCarlet ~ tbls is ’ 1 tbin 
sphagnum, this is the malaxis pafudosa HisTve^ t0 ^ 
specimens are not more than an inch hie-M , ol y m,nute P lant (many 

botanists and plant lovers. ve d a i° ne , like true 

That slender spike, so like a club-moss is „„ r ■ ,, 

an interesting link between the equisetums and the obT If von * ^ 
it you will see the tiny sporangia in the axils of the fertile leaves Tom 
pare it now with the common club-moss, and again with the siag hom 
club-moss, and you will gain some idea of how much they are alfkeTr 
unlike, each other The golden saxifrages have all but disappeared ; some 
few plants of both kinds, however, may yet be found in sheltered spots 
An exquisitely perfect little celandine grows up the watercourse, near the 
top. Before getting it we must look at the cotton-grasses and sedges in 
this bit of marshy land. Some of you, no doubt, know the cotton-grass as 
it appears when the fruit is ripe and covered with a long silky down. Now 
we see the blight yellow anthers and the sticky looking stigmas as they 
push themselves forward, using every endeavour to catch some floating 
grains of pollen. The most conspicuous grass at present is the vernal 
grass, but soon you will be able to get a great many others, several 
viviparous varieties, in which no seed is formed, but instead we have a 
panicle of wee green buds ready to drop to the ground, and rooting at once, 
grow up with the same habit as their parents. This method of reproduc- 
tion is said to be the result of growing in a damp situation ; it is not 
uncommon to find rushes doing the same. 

The pale yellow green fronds of the sweet scented mountain fern 
•( Lastrea oreofteris ) are very pretty. They owe their sweet scent to the 
glands which cover the lower surface of the fronds. They have a pretty 
habit of growth, rather like a “ shuttlecock.” The hard ferns and parsley 
ferns both bear two distinct kinds of fronds, those which bear the spores 
and those which do not. If you look at the barren fronds of the hard fern 
you will see they form a dense tuft of short stalked spear shaped fronds, 
forming a circle out of the centre of which spring the tall fertile fronds, 
the one kind with wide lobes spread out to catch as much light as possib e 
and the other kind, not needing this so much, elevated on a long sta 
as to be able to send its spores far and wide on the breeze. ^ f, mi r T a 
I have said before, spend a long time over the economy 0 _ 

-characteristics, but enough has been done to-day. m0re t u an 

roay be added to our list for this afternoon, but I nee o no m 
give you their names, as they grow in many other situations as 
damp ground, with the exception of the bog-bean u 1C1 n 
the pools with its lovely pink and white blossoms. 




